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One of the most 
important 
questions I have 
about our 
country's future 

is whether the prosperity we’ve seen ever 
since World War II will cause the American 
people to lose sight of where that prosperity 
came from. 
 
What I’m talking about are the 
conversations going on in our colleges 
today.  I don’t care to name any particular 
school because so many of them, probably 
a majority, are guilty.   

I will admit that my son is currently attending 
Berkeley, where he’s in the MBA program 
out there.  As a side note, people out in 
California tend to have a very high opinion 
of Berkeley.  Here, not so much.  I told a 
friend recently that he was attending 
Berkeley and she just rolled her eyes.  I just 
said, “yeah, I know.”  When Tyler does 
come home I ask him how it’s going at 
Snowflake University. 
 
Anyway, I talk to a lot of people who have 
kids starting college, and this is what 
they’ve told me they notice on their visits to 
the different colleges, even in this area.  At 
some point during the tour, the college 
admissions officers in charge will talk about 
great accomplishments by students or 
recently-graduated alumni. Invariably, the 
accomplishments are volunteer efforts of 
various sorts. 
 
Now don't get me wrong, stories like this 
deserve to be told. They're important and 
worthy of honor. But we rarely hear these 
admissions people talk about someone 

who, say, grew up in tough circumstances, 
was maybe the first in their family to go to 
college, and has since gone on to become a 
very successful entrepreneur, investor, or 
key officer at a large company.  
 
And, to me, that’s odd because we know 
these colleges must have tons of these 
stories to tell. You can tell when you're 
taking the tour after the admissions 
sessions when you walk through the 
campuses and see the dorms, classrooms, 
and athletic centers, many of which are 
named after alumni who've cut enormous 
checks. 
 
Maybe stories of business-oriented success 
are just not on the radar of the kinds of 
people who run admissions offices. Or, 
worse, maybe they think it's embarrassing 
or that maybe there should be some sort of 
shame associated with striving to generate 
wealth.  
 
"Making the world a better place" is not just 
about volunteer work; it's about personal 
ambition, and the individual desire to work 
hard, to produce for one’s family, to 
innovate, and to start great businesses, 
which in turn raises the standard of living for 
everyone.    

Capitalism shouldn’t be a dirty word.  But it 
is to many students today.  I read a study 
recently where a majority of college 
students today prefer socialism over 
capitalism, big government to take care of 
you over hard work and personal 
responsibility.  We must do what we can to 
change that dynamic in our youth.  The 
long-term success of our civilization 
depends on it. 


